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Falthevs Message

CHRISTMAS 2023

Dearest Sisters and Brothers,

“During this special time of the year, we recall the Story of the Nativity: Jesus
was born of a Virgin, so that we might be born of God. He took on human flesh, that
He might give us His Spirit. As a baby, He lay in a Manger, that we could reside in His
Kingdom. He came down to earth, so that we might be allured to Heaven. This all
happened because Christ loves us. Our hearts are not made from stone! We can find
the ability to assimilate His love in our soul and allow God’s love to guide us. Indeed!
It is God’s Love that surpasses all wisdom and all human glory!”

The wonder we feel at Christmas time is a strong sentiment of hope that re-
assures us that God is always with us. Perhaps—even for a moment—during the
twelve days of Christmas, we will be blessed to feel the innocence and the wonder that
Children display near and around the Christmas Tree!

Let us also remember that Christmas is also a time to reflect on the year that just
passed: The wars, the injustices, the upheavals, and the demographic changes.
Although we are during challenging current events, it is also a time to reflect on hope.
The Bible lesson teaches us that Christmas is the light that shined in the darkness! As
followers of Jesus, we are challenged to become that light for each other.
We’re all invited to relive Christ’s birth through the innocent eyes of children!

Locally, on the parish level, Christmas reminds us that we are a parish family.
We belong to God, but we also belong to one another. Let us pray for each other’s
successes and advancements in life. Let us pray for each other’s divine enlightenment.
Let us bolster and uphold each other in prayer, as only a family can do.

A Merry Christmas to All!
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Falthevs Message

2024!

As the 2023 calendar year closes with the Birth of Christ - the Nativity of our Lord for our
Salvation, the New Year begins with His Circumcision — dedication, and the most important Feast, His
Epiphany, and Manifestation of the Holy Trinity as One God who loves mankind and works earnestly
for its salvation.

The feast day of the Baptism of our Lord has a special message for us as citizens of the 21st
Century. Although Jesus was proclaimed the King of Kings, His Royalty is of a different texture, of
unique elegance, and illustrates authentic grandeur. He reigns in our world with distinct
authority...as He commands an unparalleled approach.

After numerous wars and political uprisings our generation today has witnessed people
repealling the notion of God. They identify the Divine with the affluent plutocracy and even with
materialism. Churches today tend to be adorned with expensive marble and granite and are
embellished with gold and silver appointments.

Then, there are others who ignore God, as He is identified with the weak, the powerless, the
lower classes of Society. Their orientation in life leans towards adopting a God Who is a Superhero-
type and renders exceptional super-human powers and commands immense wealth. They seek a
God with potency and infinite opulence. Unfortunately...

...both camps have misunderstood Jesus Christ!

God reigns with absolute love. He can never be described as weak nor frail. His love is both
dynamic and creative. At one point the disciples were arguing about who would have the honor and
be seated next to Jesus as presides from His Heavenly Throne. In Luke 22: 25-27, the Lord tells the
disciples (and us) that the greatest person in the world is not the one who is sitting on a throne but
rather the person who serves mankind—who serves the impoverished.

The Feast Day of the Theophany asks us to recall our own baptism. We are called to
remember the commitment we made to God to lead a life of Holiness. As Baptism was our initiation
into the Christian Faith, it defined our Christian Identity.

More importantly, our baptism gifted us with a vision of God. It maintained that Jesus is the
King of the world—not in the sense of Lording over us but in the sense that we are expected to model
ourselves after Him, while Serving One Another.

Let us understand that January 6t should be a day as a new beginning. Let us commit ourselves to
serve the Church and uplift Society, by serving others. Ours is a JOYFUL SERVICE, not done
begrudgingly. It is our gladfully offering to others by making THEM our priority and not ourselves.
Serving our fellow brother and sister should be one of the primary resolutions for 2024.

On behalf of the Parish Council, the Philoptochos BAHA Society, PTO, Goya, Joy, Hope, Kali Parea,
organizations, Sunday School, Greek School, AHEPA, Girl Scouts, Maids of Athena, office staff and
my family, wishing upon you and your families a blessed, joyful, and prosperous New Year.

In His Service,
Fr. Panagiotis Lekkas
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KAAA XPIXTOYT'ENNA

Xpiotovyevva 2023

H yévvnon tov Xpiotod og pootplo g Belog otkovopiag etvar £Evo yia 10 Aoykd pag,
mapadolo ywu ™ (wn pog-avikel oe pio GAAN Owdotaom, oe pion GAAN ocvyvotnto. T va
GLVTOVIGTOVME Hall TOL KO VOl TAGOVLE TO KOVAAL TOv, pog ypetdletat [Tvedpa Aylo. Kot 6' ovtd
akpiBag Epyetar va pag Pondnoet n Exkinoia tov Xpiotov. Me 10 tpdmo ¢ pog maipvel omd to
vEPL Kot pag odnyel ot Bnbieép- pog Paler péoa oto omiaio kou pog yovatilel pmpootd ot
oatvn. Exel, 6tav gueic pe tancivoon dgyfodpe va yivoupe pabntég g, pog 61000KeL To Peydlo
YeYOVOC, TG 0 Ogdg Eytve AvBpwmoc.
BéBana, iowg kdmotoc avtiteivel 0Tt OAOC 0 KOGLOC GYE00OV T EEPEL TaL XPLOTOVYEVVAL, KOl
HAAoTO 01 TEPLETOTEPOL TO, Y10pTALOVV KLOANG, (O YproTiavol. Ev todtotg, dev mpdxettar yi' owtd.
H yévymon tov Xp1oto0 dev Exel Kol oy£0T e TNV KOGUIKT YI0PTH, TOL GEPVEL TO OVOUA TG Kot
neplopileton e opiopéve Tumikd Bpnokevtikd kadrkovta. Avt eivan icwg pia Bovpdoio ylopt
Y100 TO TEMTIKO HOG SVGTHHA 1) Y100 TIG eBpoTumieg pag, oAl dev mpooeépel Timote ' aTOHG TOV
TEWVODV Kat S1YovV TN SIKOOGVVT, 6’ aVToNg oL W' OAEG TIG AVEGELG Ko ToL oyalfd Toug pHéEvouv
aVIKOVOToinTot, 010t Tovg Asinel 0 Bgoc.

[ to pikpd moipvio, Yo Tovg yPIoTIVOHG Ot TG TOVTOTNTOC, OALG TG GLVELONGEMC, TO
Xprotodyevva eivar va uGTNPLO amTPOGITO KoL 6TO To HEYAA0 6000 Ywpig To Beio potiopd. Eitvar
akoun pio yopt mov Ba toug Bonbnoet va (oovv v evavBpmrnomn tov Xpiotod 0L cov Eva
YeYOVOG TOL Kool eketvov, 0AAG cov pio mpaypotikotTa tov onuepa. Aot ovtd Ba mel
Y10pTalm- PEVY® 00 TO YPOVO LOV KOt ALd TOV TOTO LoV, KOl UTaived 6TV oidvia opa Tov Ogov,
y10. va (oo TV 16Topin TOV GOV 16Topia LoV, «XNuepov 0 Xp1oTdg yevvdtaw, yailel n ExkAnoia
oG omalovtog T YPOVIKA Kot TOTIKA OPLoL KOl LETAPEPOVTOG TOVG TLOTOVG G€ EVal SLOPKES TAPOV.
Avtdg axpiPmg etvar Kot 0 KupldTtePOC TPOTOG TOL OLBETEL, Y10. VOL LOIG LUTOEL 6TO GYE010 TNG Belag
owovopiog. HAatpeia, o Adyog Tov @00, o pootipia, OAa amofrémovy 6to va pag Ercvbepdcovv
amd To OEGUA TOV TOTMOL Kot TOL YPOVOL Kot 1 VoL PEPOVV TO YEYOVOG GTNV EMOYN HOG 1 Vol
LETAPEPOVV EULAG GTNY EMOYN TOVL. AVt 1 duvatdTnta T Otvel povo n Exxkdneia, o161t Lovo avt
gxel Be-avBponvo yapoxtipa, YepaKTpo mov oykeAdler kot tov avBpono kot to Ogd, ovTwg
®ote va. Ppioketor kon péca Kot EEm amd 1o ¥pdvo. A@' vOg OTEKETAL KOVTH KoL GTOV MO UEYGAO
QUOPTOAD, Kot 0’ ETEPOL (el TNV cLmVIOTNTA TOL BE0V.

Ortav avto eivor 1o Pabditepo vonua kabe yroptic, Umopovue oA Kakd vo KaTaAGBOVLLE,
OGO  OVTOMOKPIVETOL O €0PTACHOC TMOV TEPIGOOTEPOV OvOpOT®Y 0T ONUOcio  ToOV
Xprotovyévvov. To éva amotehel amokdAvym Beov, va yivoupe Beol dmwg o Oedg Eyve avBpmmoc,
Vo OYovpE amd TN Y1 6TOV 0vpavd Omm¢ 0 Oedg £puye amd Tov ovpavd kot ABE 6t yn- t0 dAlo
amoteAel pio acopn evkonpia efipotomiog, pia yopt povtivag Kot £vor KATEGTNUEVO OUOPTIOG.

KAAA XPIZTOYT'ENNA
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KAAA XPIXTOYT'ENNA

2024

Evd 10 2023 wheiver pe v yopt mg evavipommoenc tov Kvpiov poc. To 2024 avoiyetl pe 11g
eoptéc g [leprropng tov Xpirotov pog, tov Ay. Bactieiov kot cuveyiletl pe tnv vTépAapmpn yloptn g
Banticewg tov Kvpiov pag kot tng Emoeaveiog g Ay. Tpuadog wg katefoynv evepyd Oed oty cwtplo
TOV aVOPOTOV.

Ao ta Evayyéha yvopilope 61t o Incovg eiye emwowwvia pe tov lodvvn tov Bartiom. O
Incovg, enl pokpdv xpovikd SAGTNUO EMCKETTOTOV CLYVA TOV Bamtiom) kot Tovg pobntég tov kot
avtoAAalay amoyelg emt SeOp®V BeldT®OV NG KOWMVIKNG EMKOPOTNTAG Kol NG OpnoKevTikng
KOTAGTACENDG TOV A0OV, KAOMS Kot TNG TVELLATIKNG NYESTIOG TOV.

H xatdotaon nMtav oamokapdiwtiky).  Kvplapyodoe 1 vmokpioio kot 0 Qoplooicpds G610
BpnoKevTiKOd Y®OPO, N daPhopd Kot 1 avnBKOTNTO 6TO KOWVWOVIKO. O A0OG, av Kot amolNTtovce TOUEVES
oMOTOVC, TNV €moyN| ekelvn eiye eykatodewpbel oto €leog avikovov kol dteebapuévov apyoéviov. Etot
OLTIOAOYEITOL O JPIUVS KPITIKOG AGYOG Kot TO THPIVO EMKPITIKO Kpvypra Tov lmdvvn tov Bomrtiot, mov
0T0 TEAOG TPOKAAECE TNV opyn TeV ovlpdnwov g €fovciog Kot TV TEMKN KATodikn TOL e
ATOKEPOUMGLO.

Mn Eeyvape 611 0 Incovg kot o Iwdvvng, mépa amd ™ Pabid Tvevpatikny exTiunon mov £TPEPE O
€vag TPog TOV AALO, GLVIEOVTAV Kol E CLYYEVIKO Ogopd. YTMpye £viovn cuvepyooio Kol duecn oyéon
TOV TVELLOTIKOD KIVHOTOG TOV Bamtiot) Kot Tov smtnploroyikol £pyov tov Kvpiov.

H {on tov Bomtiom pog Bopiler 6Tt n xabnuepv Lom dev eivor mévtote po {on momtikn,
nehodkn], o (on e&dpoewv kot eumvevoewv. Tote, Onw¢ kol onuepa, n Kabnuepwn Lonq pe v
OWKOVOUIKT] dvuompayio, NTOV TPOCYEIOUEVN, KOTOMIECTIKY, Kot TAmEWoTK.  [loAlol dvBpwmot
mapomovovvtar onpepa 6t 1 {1 toug €xet ydoetl Kabe vompuo kot aia.

O Ioavvng o Bantiotig pog 6idace pe 1o AOyLo TOV KOl PHE TO TAPAIELYNA TOV
0T, 1] KaOnpepv] Lo amoKTA VO RO, SOUVOUT KOl OpOPOLY
otav Lovpe ™ Lo pog pe kévrpo tov Inoov Xproto.

H xafnuepvi (on etvar o ovvBeon amd tpayovdia yopdg kot and Oprivovg Amne. Eivor évag
AVOIKTOG Aoyaploopdg and emttuyies kot amotvyies. Otav oumc cppayicovpe Ao to ototyeia g {ong,
yivovtot owodopikoi AiBot g {ong pag. Me v avapvnon tov Incov kat pe ™ mapovsio g aydmng Tov
ot Lo pog, amoktovpe vonua BeTikd Kot a&io OLGLOGTIKN.

O Iwavvng, pe ™ {on tov, pag didate Ta yvopicpoto Tov aAndvod tanevod avipomrov. [a tov
Adyo avtd, o Xpiotdg Tov avoywoe o€ €va onpeio mov dev €yel moté vywbel dAhog dvBpomoc. O
Mar6aioc, oto Evayyéio tov, (Math. 11: 11) pog Aéyer “Aev yévvnoe pdva ce 6A0 1OV KOGUO, AvOp®TO
peyoAvtepo amd tov Bantiot) lodvvn.”

H Exxnoio, pog koiel va pupmBovpe 1o vépoyo mapadetypo tov Ayiov Iodvvn tov Bamrtiom
OV NTOV TAPASELYILO TTOV GVVIVALEL TATEWVOPPOGVHVI KOt aydmn pe oytdtnTo. Avtég Tig apetég Ba mpénet
Vo ayVioTovpe Kotd to 2024 Y10 Vo TIG AmOK TGOV UE KOt VO, TPOOSEVGOVLE TVELLOTUKAL.

To ExkAnctaotikd ZopfovAlo, T0 Tpocomikd ToU Ypoeeiov Kot OAEG 01 OPYOVAOGELS TG EVOPLaG TNG
Kownoeng g Oe0otdK0oV GOG ELYOUAGTE YPOVIA TOAAA KOl EVAOYNUEVO TO Katvovpylo €to¢ 2024. Zag
TOPOKOAD TOAD 6TV GLVEIGPOPA TOV 2024 vo TPOGPEPETE TEPIOTOTEPO A0 OTL TPOCPEPATE TNV TEPGIVNY
POV Y10 TIC TOLUAVTIKEG OVAYKES TNG EVOPLOG LLOG.

KAAO KAI EYAOTHMENO 2024
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Heuse Bleasing 2024

Ayammrot evopiteg,

Ta Ayo @sopdveio tov Kvpiov nuav Xpiotov eivar n onpavikdtepn eopth s Opbodd&ov Exkineiog
omv apyn tov Néov 'Etovc. Eivon nuépa aywopod ko Tvevpotiking gvppocivig twv Opbodd&mv
Xprotiavav. H gvayyehiky eniPefaioon tov @col [atépa yio 1o Meootavikd £pyo Tov Xpiotol emi g
NG, anoteAel OpnokevTikd KiviTpo yuo KOs Eva omd euds vo ovaPonticovpe To. OpNOKELTIKG oG
MOTEV® KoL VO OVOKOADYOLLLE TO VONLLa TG XPLoTLOVOGsUVIG otV el yng Lo pag.

Edyopon 0 ®gdg va oag yapilet v «ev Xpiotd» vovbesia atnv (on cog, £T01 @oTe va avtiAnebeite to
OVLGLOGTIKO VOO, TTOV KOTEYOVHE MG XPIoTIOVOL HEGO OTNV KOWV@Via.

Apyilovtag to véo €tog  Exxkdnocia pe v gopt) tov Ocopaveiov divel v gvukaipio oe GAOVG TOVG
MOTOVG VO GUUUETEXOVV GTOV OYLOCUO TNG E0PTHG TV Ogopaveimv, KOAMVTAG TOV 1EpEa V. TELEGEL AylGUO GTO GOTiTL 1] GTO
ypaoeio, to payali kth. Etot Aowmdv pe v gvhoyia tng ekkAnciog kot Tov Ogd mavtote cuvepyod cag, evyopat 1 {on cog va eivat
yepdn amd evpopia, yopd Kot evnuePiaL.

20G TOPUKOA®D VO CUUTANPMOCETE TO OTOKOULLOL LLE TOL ATOPOITITO TPOCMOTIKA GOG GTOLYELD OV YPElOVTaL Yio TNV EXIGKEYT] TOVL
lepémg kon va otalel Tiow oTo Ypageio. [ omowadnmote tepattépm mAnpopopia 1 dtevkpivion, eipon otn débeom cag, (732)749-
7564.

My beloved friends and parishioners,

The Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord is one of the holiest and most significant events in the Life of Christ
and of His Holy Church. As we hear the Voice of the Father reveal the true identify of Jesus Christ, ag His
"Beloved Son” in the Jordan River, let us open our ears, eyes, minds, heart, and souls and accept Him ag our
personal Lord, Savior and God.

My prayer is that we become vessels through which the Grace of the Holy Spirit will flow and enter the heart
of all the people, illuminating their minds and sanctifying their lives so that they may either begin, or
continue to live a life in Christ.

Furthermore, having participated in the Holy celebration of the Baptism of Christ and witnessed the Divine
revelation (Theophany), and having received and partaken of the Blessed and Sanctified Waters, we are also
called upon to sanctify our homes or our place of business. In accordance with the tradition of our Holy
Orthodox Church, if you desire to have your home and place of business blessed, please do not hesitate to
call the parish office at (732)749-7564. 1 will be most happy to contact you and make the proper
arrangements for a pastoral visitation. Please fill out the attached form and return it to the church office.

WISHING UPON YOU THE GRACE, LOVE AND BLESSINGS OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, AND A HAPPY HEALTHY
AND BLESSED YEAR!

Protopresbyter Panagiotis Lekkas Presiding Priest

INa v téleon Ayacpol oto omity, Ypageio, | emygipnon, mopakold tov lepéa va emtkovmviost pali pov.

ONOMA/NAME

KATAAAHAOTEPH HMEPA KAI QPA/ PREFERRED DATE & TIME:
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Netwenkiing Event 2/8/24
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Education Geminmay 2/10/24
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Camp Goed Shephand I
@

O

¢ GOOD SHE
N® T gy )
CGS NJ.JUNE 23-29 INFO COMING
THE  CGSVA SESSION I: JULY 7-13  SOON!

DATE! CG5 VA SESSION 2: JULY 14-20

A Faith! Fun! Fellowship!

@gomnj_youth
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Camp Geed Shephonnd

CAMP

co0D
SHEPHERD

701N OUR STAFF!

t
A

Chesapeake New Jersey Virginia
15-22 JUNE 22-29 JUNE 6-20 JULY
2l ok 2024 2024
Are You... . . .
. Registration Link: Scan or Click Below
Looking to grow your
Faith?

Hoping to make i
meaningful relationships?
Seeking to boost

your resume?

More Information: https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd
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Camp Geed Shephonnd
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Clengy Cailty 4/9/24

SAVE THE DATE

2024 Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of New Jersey
Clergy Laity Assembly and
Philoptochos Convention

Tuesday, April 9, 2024

The Waterfall
3416 Philadelphia Pike
Claymont, DE 19703

More information will be forthcoming.
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‘Cellen rom the President

Hello Kimisis Family,

It is my pleasure and honor on behalf of the Parish Council to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy 2024! We pray you and your loved ones are sharing wonderful memories together.

Our ministries have had a busy fall season. The members of our Altar, Sunday School, Greek School, PTO,
Joy and Hope, GOYA, Greek Folklore Dancing, Girl Scouts, Maids of Athena, Volleyball & Basketball
Teams, and our newest organization, Kimisis Preschool Group have been very busy interacting through
religion, culture, and volunteerism. If you are interested in still registering for any organization, please
visit our website at https://www.kimisis.com/parish-ministries/ministries or contact the office with any
questions.

As stated in Ephesians 4:16: "From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work." Kimisis has built itself up in love.
We are very blessed to have ministries, businesses, and individuals who donate above and beyond to the
church’s operations and improvements. Your stewardship and donations are truly appreciated.

On December 9™, our community successfully hosted “A Christmas Concert” with the blessings and
presence of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of NJ on behalf of the Metropolis of NJ. Thank you to
Fr. Panagiotis Lekkas, all our volunteers, donors, choirs, and guests for an inspirational evening.

We look forward to spending more beautiful events with all of you in the upcoming year through our
various ministries beginning with Vasilopita Sunday, January 7" hosted by our Ladies’ Philoptochos.
Please see all our upcoming events on our website and Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/KimisisHolmdel/.

Although 2024 is just beginning, please keep your calendars marked for our annual Bayshore Greek
Festival, June 6, 7, 8, & 9. Our festival committee needs your help! Let us continue to make each year
more successful than the last. New ideas and volunteers are always welcomed! Contact me at
1234properties@gmail.com if you would like to join the committee. The future of our church, religion,
and traditions rest on the continued support of all our families.

As we enter the new year, please keep our Kimisis families in your prayers. | look forward to seeing you in
this joyous occasion as we celebrate the birth of Christ and share in the spirit of Christmas together.

KaAd XplotoUyevva Kol EUTUXLOUEVO TO VEO £TOC.

Respectfully,

Despina “Debbie” Mattos
President, Kimisis Parish Council
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Glewandahip News

On behalf of Father Panagioti Lekkas, the Parish Council, and the Stewardship Committee, we thank
every Steward and Family’s support of the Stewardship Program of Kimisis Tis Theotokou Greek
Orthodox Church. Your Stewardship commitmentis a testamentto yourcommitment and dedication to
your spiritual growth, the continuity of our beloved Orthodox Faith and the legacy of our Community of
Kimisis Tis Theotokou.

As a financial update, at the end of November, after a vibrant Stewardship Sunday held on
November 19th, we have 298 Stewards contributing to Stewardship with their treasure. This brings our
total to $223,906. There are 161 families that have paid their pledge in full and another 137 families
who are paying with weekly envelopes, or online giving.

We also thank the many who give of their time and talent and serve as critical pillars built upon the
foundation of treasure that, together, ensures that our community can keep its doors open for all the
Faithful.

As a Stewardship Committee, as a Parish Council, and more importantly, as a Community, we are
firmly committed to having open dialogue, clear and effective communication with our parishioners and
transparency that will help drive our mission and frame our vision for our community. Stewardship for
many is viewed as the community’s fundraising division to ensure that our mission is fulfille d daily, our
programs are properly funded and our church is vibrant. And while this is accurate, stewardship is much
more than that.

To be a good steward is to not only be a good caretaker while you are alive, but to create a lasting
legacy that transcends generations and lives in you and your family and in the community for eternity.
God endures while we lose founders of our community, loved ones and friends.

There’sthe joke aboutthe nosy neighbor attending a rich woman’s funeral. Peering into the coffin with
a friend, he asked, “How much money did she leave?” The friend smiled and replied, “All of it, of
course!”

As Job laments, we come into the world naked and leave the same way. We may be dressed in our best
clothing on our way out, but we take it to the grave, not the afterlife.

The joke and Job reveal a basic concept of stewardship: We don’t really own anything. We may take
possession of it for a period of time, but we eventually leave it for others.

Yet we spend so much of our energy and life accumulating more- as if we were going to have it forever,
as we were going to live forever. Often times, in our pursuit, we shortchange the most valuable
treasures — loving the Lord our God with all our being and loving our neighbors as ourselves.

That’s why the Bible consistently warns us about wealth. Jesus repeatedly points out the pitfalls. Money
and possessions can turn us inward, stunting our growth and preventing us from being the people God
created us to be.
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Glewandahip News

Generosity is the preventative cure for this malady.

In the coming months, you will see a refreshed Parish Mission and Vision Statement and a fresh
approach towards Stewardship focused on the Legacy of our Church. There will be an article in the
quarterly KCU and other updates through email and in the Sunday bulletins. Just as our families are part
of our legacy discussions, the church can play a vital role in efficiently leaving assets to heirs and
guaranteeing the church and the community are vibrant for decades to come.

As such, beginningin 2024, the Stewardship Committee willbe hosting Stewardship forums, opento
all stewards in small groups to exchange ideas, discuss issues, and strategize. We want to hear what
church meansto you, we want to hear how the community serves you, but most importantly, we want
to hear what we can be doing better for each and every one of you and keep our community on solid
footing. We look forward to these assemblies in 2024 with the date of the first forum to be determined
shortly.

Stewardship Committee of Kimisis Tis
Theotokou GOC Holmdel, NJ

Steve Bontales
Ed Haliotis
Rosanna Panagakos

Kostas Koufidis
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Philepleches
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Holiday Appreciation Dinner: Because elves need rest too, our chapter gathered at The Greek Spot
for a very cozy dinner last month. What many of you may not know is that | pushed to hold this
appreciation dinner on what would have been my grandmother's 98th birthday. While she gained her
angel wings this time last year, | wanted to hold tight to our tradition of helping others in need. |
wanted to celebrate every one of you who gives time, donations, supplies and most of all, heart, to any
and every cause presented to us. At Christmas time, we all put up ornaments and oftentimes, they
come with a story. | wanted your story to be something you can hang on your tree year after year to
remember that at this moment in time, you are providing the kind of help that matters most.
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One-off social service cases: Our causes aren't always perfectly planned and wrapped with a bow.
Sometimes it's just Father Panagiotis being passed a note saying someone needs the help. You all
jumped up at the opportunity to help with our very quick coat-drive this month and again, while you
may not see the smiles directly, know that your generosity is the reason a family stays warm this
winter.

Saint Basil Academy: Last Sunday, Christie and her family attended the Saint Basil Christmas
celebration. The children treated over 200 guests to Christmas carols and Christie had the opportunity
to give a lovely set of books and 25 pairs of sneakers (God bless you and your family, Vasilia!) to the
children on behalf of our LP chapter. This is in addition to the playroom items, books and other gifts
you donated, which Christie delivered in-person earlier this winter. Archbishop Elpidophoros is seen in
the pictures below with the SBA children (and little Callie!).

Operation Classroom: How did we end up in Ms. Corrin Ganley's classroom this fine morning? We
were actually referred by Alexis from Keyport Central School. If you'll remember, we fundraised for
Alexis's classroom last quarter and we recently learned she was just chosen for her school's Teacher of
the Year Award! We're grateful to continue getting the chance to visit classrooms in our community
who need an extra pep in their step. Today's visit included a Christmas story, a few rounds of Gumdrop
bingo, a Christmas village cupcake party and of course, we got to deliver all the school supplies you all
donated. If you know of any classroom that could use the help, please let us know so we can include
them in our next Operation Classroom. All | have to say is God Bless Teachers!
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Sundoy Scheel

Sundoy Gcheel Wintev Update

December News:
Communion Breskfast - December 10
Nativity - December 17, 2023

January & February:
Classes every Sunday

March News:

First Day of Lent - March 18
Sunday of Orthodoxy - 3/24

Highlights from ewy 2023 Chistmas Nativity
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Greek Scheol

Kimisis
f Greek School -

Dear Friends and Family,

As we approach the end of 2023 with our incredible Kimisis Greek School, we are
delighted to share some highlights from the busy and festive season of events and
learning that our students have experienced.

Our students showcased their talents at the recent PTO Christmas Luncheon, filling
the air with the joyous sounds of traditional carols. The performance was a testament
to their dedication and hard work in honing their musical and Greek language skills. It
was a heartwarming event that brought our community together to celebrate the spirit
of the season. Thank you PTO for organizing such a wonderful event. If you would like
to join the PTO, email greekschoolptokimisis@gmail.com

On December 2nd, some of our students went on a field trip to see "EIf the Musical."
What made the experience even more special was the opportunity to meet the cast,
providing our students with a behind-the-scenes glimpse into the world of theater.
LOOKING AHEAD: Greek School Vasilopita Cutting is on Tuesday, January 9, 2024.
Three Hierarchs Celebration on January 29, 2024 where some of our students will

recite poems. We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a joyous New Year!

Best wishes,
Evangelia Dounis, Director of Kimisis Greek School

Liadounis@gmail.com
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Geek Goeel PTO

PTO Executive Board

President - Kara Rexinis

Vice President - Helen Koufidis

Treasurer - Stephanie Fotinos

Recording Secretary - Georgia Aravantinos
Corresponding Secretary - Catie Haliyiannis

WINTER 2023
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Apekniatike Glendi 3/16/24

HOLMDEL NEW JERSEY

Grand Marquis, 1550 US-9,
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
> <
LIVE MUSIC & DJ
Featuring
Chris Haliyiannis
Tricky Tray
PhotoBooth ‘
Kids Entertainment! ”

> —

Kimisis Dancers -~

Kimisis Tis Theotokou Holmdel, NJ

, i S
ﬂpo/erm fz'éo &[mazf

DINNER - OPEN BAR
Saturday
March 16th 5p.m,
y7

Pérformance by‘ P!

Adults $100
Teens $50

Kids (12 & Under) $S40

Dancers $40

Rafiles 1 Sheet $20 6 sheets $100

Luxury prize 1 key $25 - 5 keys $100

RSVP by March 8th
No Tickets Sold At Door

Reserve vour
seats
Scan QR

Or contact us
greekschoolptokimisis@gmail.com
201-753-0880

hilps:/my.cheddarup.comiesapokriatiko-glendi-87811
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Kisnisis D

Kimisis Dancers - Winter of 2023-2024

The Kimisis Youth Dancers started the year off with a performance at the Philoptochos
Harvest Luncheon on October 15. At the festival the three youth groups dance separately, so it is
always nice to see all three groups dancing together at this wonderful event. Two of our GOYA
Dancers, Christina X. and Sofia C, performed with the Hellenic Dancers of New Jersey at the
same event, proudly demonstrating their Hellenic heritage. The Kimsis Youth Dancers have been
practicing hard every Monday for future performances at the Apokriatiko Glendi in March 2024
and the Festival in June 2024.

The Kimisis GOYA Dancers will be competing at the Metropolis of New Jersey Hellenic
Folk Dance Festival (FDF) in Annapolis, Maryland from January 12 to 14. This year we have 16
of our GOYA dancers attending to compete against churches from New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, and Maryland. Last year the Kimisis GOYA Dancers performed a suite of dances from
Pontos and this year they will perform a selection of dances from Macedonia. Best of luck to our

GOYANSs who will be competing!
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Maids efy Athena

For the Maids of Athena chapter Theodora #282, we're wrapping up a
very fulfilling year. In 2024, we’ll be celebrating our sisterhood more than
ever with bonding events such as an ice skating night and a Valentine’s Day
party. We plan to take the new year slowly and with grace, for a chance to
regroup and reset. On February 11, our chapter plans to have a hot
chocolate fundraiser, where we’ll sell delicious cocoa at Kimisis during
coffee hour.

These past few months have been nothing but hard work and lots of
fun. To recap, we welcomed four new girls into our chapter just a few
months ago. Back in September, our Bingo night was a huge
accomplishment for chapter #282, as it was one of our biggest events yet.
Our sisters got all dressed up for our chapter’s spooky Halloween party and
we had a cozy book club meeting in October. We celebrated Thanksgiving
together with a Friendsgiving, where we shared what we were thankful for
over a potluck dinner. Also in November was our art supply drive in
support of the local boys and girls club, where we collected and assembled
bags full of items to be donated. We brought out our true pastry skills for
our very successful autumn bake sale. In the final month of 2023, our

chapter has had a festive Christmas party where we crafted handmade,
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Maids efy Athena

embellished Christmas wreaths that were previously ordered by our fellow
parishioners.

We can’t wail to see what 2024 has in store for our chapter and we
accept any challenges and new experiences that come our way. Our chapter
has grown immensely, in numbers and in strength and we are thrilled to see

it blossom even more in the upcoming future.
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Maids e Atheno Bleod Drive 3/30/24
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Gl Geoul Twep 337

Kimisis Tis Theotokou Holmdel Girl Scout Troop 337 - by Troop Leader Stephanie Karatzia

Our Girl Scout Troop is a group of 14 energetic young Girls who enjoy being together and learning new
skills. In the Fall, we learned the Girl Scout Promise and the Girl Scout Law and how we incorporate the
Law into everyday life. The girls enjoyed a hayride at a local pumpkin farm, made Fall crafts, made new
friends, and talked about a community project. At each meeting, the girls discuss how they can be
helpful. They chose a “coat drive” to help a local charity and brought new and gently worn coats to help
those in need. For the Christmas season, they joined with the Kimisis GOYA and brought cheer to
residents at a local nursing home where they sang carols and delivered Christmas greeting cards to the
residents. Many thanks to the GOYA advisors for allowing the Girl Scouts to join in this community
service, to Mrs. Helen Certa for providing the greeting cards and Miss Vanessa Haliotis who offers her
help at every meeting. In January, the girls will participate in a candle ceremony and receive their
earned badges. We will cut a Vasilopita and sing the New Year Kalanda. All girls are welcome to begin
working on their Religious Recognition Award program. Our next plan is to meet at Girl Scout Camp, hike
the trails and get familiar with camping outdoors. To prepare, we will talk about what is needed for a
hike, and meet at Holmdel Park for a brisk walk through the trails. For more information on Troop 337
contact cheryl.bontales@gmail.com. Have a Happy New Year 2024
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GOYA

GOYA Journal Updates

Author: Lia Belitsis, GOYA executive board secretary

Ihe concluding months of 2023 marked the end of a productive and fulfilling year for Kimisis GOYA, With the

dedication of our advisors, executive baard, and GOYAns, we're able to proudly enter the new year reminiscing

all the joyous memaories made as a GOYA family.

Back in October, our very own executive board president, Alanus Pytel, ran for Miss Goya, After advancing in the
competition, Alnna gracefully delivered an eloquent and thoughtful response In front of the Judges carning
hersolf first runner up at the pageant, Aluna's confidence und purticipation in the pageant represented our

Kimisis GOYA as & whaols

Saon after, our group hosted a Harvest Night with the St. George Ocean GOYA, where everyone had the chance
to dress in costume, play games, and make new friends. This succsssful event allowed both CGOYAs to come

together as one through Halloween festivities

In the month of November, cur GOYAns' bowling skills were put to the test a1 the annual Bowling Tournament,

Everyone had so much fun that & few weeks later, we all assembled teams and met up for some bonding time at a

bhowling hangout
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GOYA Sights & Sewnds 2/25/24

j()ill us
to eclebrate
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KIMISIS GYMNASIUM
ADULTS - ¢25
KIDS - (5-17) 815
GQOQYANS & 4/UNDER - FREE
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Netheuw NG Yal 3/9/24 I

Ko ARETHi:

ZIYAL:

NORTHERN NJ YAL
BEEFSTEAK
FUNDRAISER

Cash Bar | Raffle Baskets | DJ & Dancing
Open to everyone! Families are welcome!

March 9, 2024 | 6:30PM-11PM

**Dinner starts promptly at 7:15**

The Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John The Theologian
353 E Clinton Ave, Tenafly, NJ

To purchase your tickets & for more information, please visit:
tickets-797288490337

All proceeds to benefit the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
Northern NJ YAL Ministry

e nnjyal@gmail.com OLIEL
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GOUA Clothing Drive 3/23/24

>, GOYA

/
S

Donate Your Unwanted Clothes, Sheets, Towels, Blankets, Belts, Ties,
Handbags, Coats, Shoes, & Stuffed animals!
Help Others to Stay Warm

DROP - OFF LOCATION:

Kimisis Tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church
20 Hillcrest Road
Holmdel, NJ

Back Parking Lot
MORE INFO: vPYTEL@HOTMAIL.COM
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info@hellenicdancersofnj.org ™ o

" '. - Saturday | February 3, 2024 | 6 pm f
~ Live Music | Cash Bar | Dinner & Dancing | ‘”‘
: Pines Manor S
(7, 72085 Lincoln Hwy, Edison, NJ 08817 .+ +
aatic, RSVP by: January 5, 2024 Loy
L:Q https://tinyurl.com/HDNTSOthTickets . _,.:‘

c/o Cheryl Bontales ~ PO Box 461 Holmdel, NJ 07733 ~ 732.796.1006 ~ Cheryl.Bontales@gmail.com
Make Checks payable to Hellenic Dancers of NJ RSVP here

___ Adults @ $85.00 per person =

____Students (13-23 w/ ID) @ $65.00 =

_____Children 12 and under @ $35.00 each=___

TOTAL

____Unfortunately | cannot attend, but would like to support
HDNJ with a contribution of $

Name, Address, Email, Phone:

All Reservations & Donations are Tax Deductable: Federal Tax ID: 22-232-5685; NJCharities #: 1087600-03
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AHEPA Chapten 517

Dear Friends of AHEPA,

We are pleased to announce that the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association
(AHEPA) Garden State Chapter 517 will be holding its Thirteen Annual Cigar Night Event on
Wednesday, May 8th, 2024, at The Grand Marquis, 1550 Route 9 South, Old Bridge, NJ. This
year the proceeds of this event will benefit several local and national charities including AHEPA Service
Dogs for Warriors, and other AHEPA Philanthropic Endeavors. Last year’s Cigar Night event was an
overwhelming success, selling out and raising significant amounts of money for charity.

This year we are asking you to consider advertising in our Annual Cigar Night Journal. This
Journal will be given to all attendees and made available for businesses upon request. The Cigar Night
Journal will allow you to promote your business, reach professionals and decision makers and make a Tax-
Deductible contribution to some very worthwhile charities as welll The advertising levels range from
$150 for a quarter page ad up to the Premier Sponsor of $5,000 for the Front cover. Please see works
menu of Journal Opportunities on our website at www.ahepa517.org to find a sponsorship

level that work best for you. What a great way to promote your business!

Each year our Cigar Night Event has been a huge success, increasing in popularity, attendance and
increased fund raising in years past. This year we will once again offer premium open bar, scotch tasting,
complimentary cigars and gifts, cigar roller, mouthwatering appetizers, raw bar, dinner, and desserts.
Entertainment will be provided by the Charles Clarke Jazz Trio and our evening will conclude with raffle
drawings of some great prizes. Once again, The Grand Marquis is providing us with a great room with
tremendous outdoor patio space for us to enjoy our cigars and the great weather.

We invite you to attend this year’s AHEPA Chapter 517 Cigar Night Event on May 8 ™ and
consider advertising in our Journal. We anticipate another sellout again this year! In addition
to having a memorable evening, you will help support many very Worthwhile Charities!

Thank you in advance for your continued support,

Cigar Night Event Committee

AHEPA Garden State 517 Foundation - PO Box 735 - Holmdel - New Jersey - 07733
www.AHEPA517.0rg - Our 501 (c) 3 Tax Id. # 93-3955149
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GARDEN STATE #517
13TH ANNUAL
CIGAR & NETWORKING EVENT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2024
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

THE GRAND MARQUIS

1550 Route 9 South, Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Non-Smokers are Welcome

All Smoking on an Outside Garden Patio .

r ) cm—
# Complimentary Cigars .\“‘.";‘__‘ ) - '
¥ Cigar Roller we i
¥ Open Bar With Premium Liquor & Wines v
¥ Passed Hors D'oeuvre — - Ao
*  Variety Of Elaborate Food Stations . ™, — ’ = :%
# Raffles Prizes & Auction { - "'“. -

v/ t

ol — [ ' |

R \\JH —
DONATIONS: $185 o St = b‘/
Ticket price after April 30: $210 : 5--;.(,",", “'3"

FOR INFORMATION VISIT:
www.ahepa517.com/events/Cigar-Night

Email: CigarNight@ahepa517.org .Plus Othe'_'
Our Tax id # 93-3955149 Philanthropic Endeavors
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AHEPA Chapten 517

AHEPA Garden State #517
13th Annual Cigar & Networking Event

Journal Opportunities

ALL SPONSORS WILL BE LISTED ON OUR WEB PAGE

Wednesday,

May 8,2024 Premier Sponsor level
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM Front Cover -Outside ( 10 Tickets) $ 5000

The Grand Marquis Back Cover - Outside (5 tickets) $3000 SOLD
1550 Route 9 South, Centerfold - 2 pages (5 tickets) $2500 SOLD
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 Front Cover - Inside - White $1200 SOLD

Non-Smokers Welcome Back Cover - Inside - White $1100
All Smoking on an Outside Garden Patio

Cigar Roller Sponsor and Gold Page $ 1500
SEATING LIMITED - 350 TICKETS ONLY | 24”x36” Poster in front of Cigar Roller

Paid by Credit/ Debit Card ONLY Bar Sponsor and Silver Page $1000
Use the QR Code below to purchase your tickets 24”x36” Poster in front of Bar( 3 Bars sponsors )

Gold - Full Page (8"wx11”h) $500
Silver - Full Page (8"wx 11”h) $400
Bronze - Half Page (3"W x5” h) $ 250

White - Quarter Page (4”w x 5”h) $175

Proceeds to Benefit:

©

AHEPA < ronaid And other AHEPA
Service Dogs for Hichonald Philanthropic
Warriors, Inc. + M vork Endeavors

State:

Amount Enclosed:

AHEPA Contact you Know:

Please email your Journal ad to : Journal@ahepa517.org
Ads must be in color PDF, JPEG, CMYK art 300 dpi formats only

Please make checks payable to: AHEPA GARDEN STATE 517 FOUNDATION

DEADLINE April 25
Mail to - P.O. Box 735 — Holmdel - NJ - 07733
Scan OR to Purchase Journal THANKS FOR YOUR f‘ TAX DEDUCTIBLE” SUPPORT
Ad With Credit Cards Tax id # 93-3955149
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Aduventive Hene

Have a business and want
to advertise?

For information on how to place an ad

please reach out to:
Katina Hutin

c/o Kimisis tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church
20 Hillcrest Road
Holmdel, New Jersey 07733

info@kimisis.com
732-739-1515

Call Tuesday-Thursday to speak to Katina
directly. Come to the office on Sunday after
church to speak to someone.

Email or call. We are happy to help get your
information to the parish.



mailto:info@kimisis.com

KIMISIS TIS THEOTOKOU GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

20 HILLCREST ROAD
HOLMDEL NEW JERSEY 07733

KIMISIS COMMUNITY JOURNAL WINTER 2023




